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July 13, 2012.
Re Zoning Amendment Applications in Beaverbrook Community, Kanata re


- 2 the Parkway &


- 1131 Teron Rd

Personal Background re involvement in the community
- Member, March Township Court of Revision, ~1965
- Member, Kanata Beaverbrook Community Association (KBCA), 1965 onward
- Councillor, March Township, 2 years, 1966-67
- Reeve, March Township, 9 years, 1968-76 (full time last 2 years) 

- Councillor, Carleton County, couple of years
- Councillor, Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton, few years
- Commissioner, NCC, 3 years, about 10 years ago
- Worked in Ottawa as a Professional Engineer @ Bell-Northern Research (BNR)

System design of telecommunication products for Nortel & Bell Canada

Kanata in 1965 & plus

- A number of residents met with Bill Teron several times before occupancy of homes in the community of Kanata, in March Township, in the spring of 1965
- My wife Beth & I were very much attracted to the overall plan for Kanata, as we became aware of this New Town, the previous year via a Time Magazine article while living in Kingston On.

- New Town 


- Residential Communities (clusters of homes on crescents, parks with neighbourhoods),


- Town Centre, 


- Industrial areas. 


- Natural setting were to be most prominent in all aspects of the New Town design

- 15 % open space, not just the 5 % required by the Province


- Close to BNR, and schools

- I was particularly attracted to the physical and consequent social design aspects which enabled easy and extensive involvement by residents in the building and operation of the community. These related to my BNR work in designing telecom systems.

- We were the 10th family to move to Kanata in May, 1965

- I wanted to be a part of the community and got involved with its start-up at the outset. I believed the other early residents felt very much the same way

New Town Design
- As Beaverbrook Community got built, we on council investigated and visited New Towns, Reston Virginia, Columbia Maryland while Bill Teron also visited New Towns in Europe.
- Early in my time on March Township Council, The March Township Official Plan was adopted, and it had the beginnings of the design of the New Town within March Twp

- The onset of the Regional Municipality of Ottawa Carleton (RMOC), also saw the beginning of growth planning for the RMOC. That Council approved a growth plan based on Regional Urban Communities in the West, East and South, with the West & East being the first to be addressed. 

- The Western Urban Community would include the Kanata Community, Glen Cairn in Goulbourn Townshipp and Bridlewood Community in Nepean Township. I was part of the Regional Planning Committee at the time.
- This led to a more complete view of the New Town, where the Town Centre became much more evident and accepted in the Region. 

- For a community to be a New Town rather than just a dormitory community so close to an urban core a large as the City of Ottawa, it had to be planned for at least 100,000 residents, with a design of a town rather than suburbia.
This further supported our resolve to design and build a New Town.
- March Township Council adopted the Town design principles that Bill Teron was promoting and embedded them in our Town Plans. Subsequently, The City of Kanata further reinforced these plans and added to them.

- So, in the design approvals and first zoning for the Beaverbrook Community, we kept in mind the design of the New Town, and what would be best located where. 
- The Town Centre was High Density with a central transportation system

- Residential communities would have mixed residential in pricing and density within spacious settings, lots of  trees, a park environment, and a linear pathway/parkway system for natural walkways throughout the community
- Large tracts of land were identified as industrial lands

- Our early designs balanced community design with that of a complete New Town Design.

Current Positioning For Revisiting New Town Design

- I feel that the New City of Ottawa has lost sight of what the Western Urban Community is all about – a New Town design with a Town Centre as its social  and urban core. 

- By permitting more and more Residential High Rise and Commercial in the Kanata residential communities, the Town Centre gets more undermined, and we are becoming a dormitory community with no adequate social core

Summary

- New High Rise Residential in Beaverbrook Community is a flagrant violation of all the building principles that Kanata Beaverbrook Community Association, March Township, City of Kanata and RMOC has stood for, both in Beaverbrook Community and Kanata as a New town with a Town Centre.
Existing zoning provides more then enough capacity for densification.
- If these re-zonings get City approval, then I can only conclude that


--- that “intensification” has no substantive guidelines in the Official Plan


--- most City Councillors do not embrace Kanata as a New Town, or


--- do not understand, or 


--- feel that since many City Councillors seem compelled to accept high rise in residential areas, then      so must Beaverbrook
We have always planned for High Rise Residential and Commercial in the Town Centre.

Enable the Town Centre to develop properly.
Disable most spot re-zoning in residential communities for High Rise. 

John Mlacak
